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Letter from the Editors 
 
As autumn rolls through Chicago, UNA USA Chicago Chapterõs second newsletter rolls off the 
presses.   You will find a listing of our Chapterõs 2009 events, including a visit from our new UNA 
USA President, Ambassador Thomas Miller.  Our website is always updated with opportunities for 
participation that may interest you, our readers and Chapter members.   
 
In this edition, weõve included a bountiful harvest of internationally cultivated articles.  Our 
contributors have shared their stories, many of them personal overseas experiences working with 
agencies that reflect the United Nationõs vision of humanitarian aid.  We have three articles focusing 
on Africa and one on Mexico.   On the home front, our Growing Connection project spotlights the 
efforts of one local school to engage children in global citizenship through organic gardening as they 
reach out to their counterparts in Africa.  Two articles are written by local high school students with 
their reflections on the value of participating in Model UN. 
 
We lead off with a letter from our Chapter President, Lydia Lazar, who will be stepping down from 
the helm at the end of November.  Her dedication to the Organization and unflagging support of 
Chapter members will be missed.  Become a Chapter member today and come to the November 24th 
Board meeting to cast your vote for our new slate of officers! 
 
Our newsletter is meant to reflect your interests.  Please email questions, comments and articles to 
cjacccarino@unachicago.org and aemmanuel@unachicago.org.   
 
Happy reading! 
 
The Editors:  Claudia Jaccarino and Abraham Emmanuel 
 

 
********  

 
 

Letter from the President 
 

What an exciting time to be an internationalist! We have an active, internationally-engaged 
administration in Washington, D.C., and there has been a tremendous outpouring of support and 
commitment from people all over the United States to help repair the damage to our country's 
relationships around the world. Here in Chicago the excitement about global affairs is truly palpable: 
from Olympic fever to the development of new internationally oriented organizations and programs 
to heightened attendance at speaker events, our community is more actively engaged than ever 
before. 

mailto:cjacccarino@unachicago.org
mailto:aemmanuel@unachicago.org
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The UNA USA has a new president, Tom Miller, a reinvigorated staff and a beautiful revamped 
webpage: www.unausa.org  In Chicago, 2009 has been a year of good progress for our chapter as we 
met regularly and have begun to develop strong relationships and a good team.  
 
I encourage each of you to step up your advocacy and involvement in international affairs and be 
more active in our chapter - come to events and plan new ones, write for the newsletter, join the 
board...we are open to your ideas and your energy - please contact me or any of the board members 
at any time through our UNA email addresses.  
  
There are many ways to support the work of the UNA-USA and the Chicago Chapter - just click on 
the committee or topic of your interest and you will find the information you need to get started. Be 
sure to join today so that you can start getting the award-winning magazine The Interdependent. Visit 
http://www.unachicago.org/membership.html to start participating right now! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lydia Lazar 
President (2008, 2009) 
 
Background on the UNA USA: 
 
UNA-USA is a national organization with headquarters in New York and chapters throughout the 
fifty states. UNA- USA Chapters work on educational and humanitarian campaigns, and at the 
national level, the UNA USA directs policy and advocacy programs that stress the importance 
of nations working together as well as the need for United States leadership in the United Nations.  
 
Background on the Chicago Chapter of UNA USA 
  
Here in Chicago we are a diverse group of citizens who work together to support and promote the 
goals of the United Nations. We believe in a strong US presence in the UN and support and 
encourage US involvement and leadership in the many UN related agencies and institutions that are 
working to combat the scourges of disaster, disease, hunger and poverty that continue to plague our 
planet. We partner with other groups to sponsor speaker events and undertake a wide range of 
activities to raise awareness about international issues.   

  
********  

 
 
 
 

http://www.unachicago.org/membership.html
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2009 UNA -USA CHICAGO CHAPTER EVENTS ð An Overview 
 
2009 Event Highlights *(thru October). 
 
1. Hot Commodities: Raising the Incentive to Lower Greenhouse Gases 

The Chicago Council on Global Affairõs Young Professionals organized the event to learn how 
the CCX system is trying to ògreenó the corporate world. This was a UNA-USA Chicago Chapter 
cosponsored event.  

 
2. Chicago Public Schoolõs Model UN Conference & UNA-USA Chicago Members Luncheon with 

Ambassador Tom Miller, President UNA USA at McCormick Place, May 2009 
 
3. Reception for Ambassador Tom Miller, President of the UNA-USA. 

Chicago Chapter held a reception/meeting with Ambassador Tom Miller, the new President of 
the UNA USA. May 28, 2009. 

 
4. The Role of US and British Allies in Congo's Resource War  

Kambale Musavuli, Congolese Activist & Student Coordinator/Spokesperson for Friends of the 
Congo spoke on the conflict in Congo. May 20, 2009  

 
5. Unity Walk and Peace Rally 

The Chicago Commission on Human Relations hosted its tenth annual Unity Walk and Peace 
Rally on Saturday, Sept. 26, 2009. Event was co-sponsored by UNA-USA Chicago Chapter. 

 
6. UNA Recruitment Desk at CPS High School Fair at McCormick Place. 
 
7. Showing of the documentary film The Reckoning: The Battle for the International Criminal Court  

In honor of International Justice Day and in commemoration of the adoption of the Rome 
Statute. After the film there was a panel discussion featuring Chicago-Kent College of Law 
Professor Bart Brown and Professor Daniel Rothenberg of DePaul University. 

 
8. Events on Congo 

Congo Crisis in Perspective: Artists, Activists, Researchers Speak Out.October 14, 2009,  
Three Short Films and Discussion by Congolese Filmmaker Petna Ndaliko Katondolo 
October 9, 2009.  Both are UNA-USA Greater Chicago Chapter co-sponsored events. 
 

9. Chicago International Education Conference 
A collaboration between Chicago Public Schools, Chicago Sisters Cities and the Mayor's Office of 
International Relations. Chicago Chapter Board Members to represent UNA-USA Global 
Classrooms Program. Oct 2009 

* Please note that not all events are listed here.   

http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/chicago_council_event_corporate_detail.php?eventid=2059
http://www.unachicago.org/news/KambaleMusavuli.pdf
http://www.unachicago.org/news/thereckoning.html
http://www.unachicago.org/news/congo_panel.pdf
http://www.unachicago.org/news/congo_petna.pdf
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On the Spotlight: UNA -USA Chicago Chapter Supports Local & Global 
Implementation of  The Growing Connection 

By: Sarah Elizabeth Ippel, Vice-President Education, UNA-USA Chicago 
 

 

Megan Ellis, Founding Teacher at the Academy for Global Citizenship, plants EarthBoxes with 
students in Nyamuswa, Tanzania. 

 
A Global Expedition 
 
In July of 2009, two of AGCõs founding teachers, Noa Goldberg and Megan Ellis, embarked on an 
adventure to Nyamuswa, Tanzania to implement The Growing Connection, a globally collaborative 
organic gardening initiative that connects students through sustainable food production around the 
world. 
 
Excerpt from Noa and Megan: 
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The purpose of the journey was to plant the seeds of a relationship between the Academy for Global Citizenship 
and a school in Nyamuswa.  In the first phase of the work we set up EarthBoxes at Ikizu A Primary School. 
We also established sustainable means of communication between Nyamuswan students and our students in 
Chicago. The second phase of work focused on collecting the cultural stories of Tanzanian children as well as 
pictures, videos, and artifacts of their everyday lives.  These artifacts will give the students of AGC tangible 
examples of life in another country and will serve as a springboard for their inquiry and understanding of how 
their lives are similar and different from their global neighbors.  We also took a one-day safari into the Serengeti 
to gather pictures and videos of the flora and fauna native to the experiences of Nyamuswan children. The 
students of AGC will use the culturally relevant stories of Nyamuswan students and the names of those students 
and their families to create empowering books unique to each student.  
 
Creating a sister school partnership with Ikizu A Primary School will truly bring the students of the Academy 
for Global Citizenship into an international community of learners.  It is not enough to teach an international 
curriculum - we must also foster personal and educational relationships between our students and students in 
other countries. Our hope is not only to enrich the education of our students but also to serve as a model for other 
schools that recognize the importance of growing global citizens.  

 
 
About The Academy for Global Citizenship 
 
The Academy for Global Citizenship (AGC) is a unique Chicago Public Contract School, located on 
the Southwest side of Chicago. Our mission is ambitious yet simple: to empower and nurture children 
with a broader understanding of the world around them and the positive role they can play in it.  
 
Core values we teach and instill include: environmental sustainability, global citizenship and personal 
and communal responsibility. We welcomed our first students (kindergarten and first graders) in 
August 2008. Each year, we will add one grade level until eighth grade is reached in 2015-2016. 
 
Our larger goal is to change and improve the way society educates the lifeblood of our future. Our 
children will be the environmental, social, and political stewards of tomorrow. We are committed to 
equipping them with the advantages and opportunities afforded by high self-esteem, unsurpassed 
education and the dream of potential.  
 
About The Growing Connection 
 
The Growing Connection (TGC) is a grassroots project developed by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) supported by a progressive coalition of private and public 
sector partners. 
The Growing Connection links people and cultures in a revolutionary campaign that introduces low-
cost water efficient and sustainable food growing innovations hand in hand with access to technology 
and information via existing and emerging technologies.  It provides a sound educational foundation, 

http://www.fao.org/
http://www.fao.org/
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and offers hundreds of families, both in America and abroad, a concrete opportunity to earn income 
and climb out of desperation.  Perhaps most important, The Growing Connection engages people ð a 
network of committed individuals - in an elegant solution to one of humankindõs fundamental 
challenges. 
 
How does it work? School gardening programs and community gardens around the world grow 
vegetables in an EarthBox system that becomes a common growing platform for all participants. 
Students grow food, conduct horticultural experiments and share their lessons and experiences with 
each other using IT connectivity.  Through modern IT installations, The Growing Connection 
participants in a number of countries are directly linked.  And importantly, they are also connected to 
sources of vital information and advice on growing food. Those once the most isolated can now 
grow, learn, and chose their own opportunities and destinies. 
 
If you like to get involved in the growing connection please contact Sarah Elizabeth Ippel at: 
sarahelizabeth@agcchicago.org 
 

                                                                                
 

                    

 

http://www.earthbox.com/

